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MINISTRY OF TRIBAL AFFAIRS
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 6t September, 2012

'!G.S.R. 669(E).-- WHEREAS the draft Scheduled Trilaesl Other Traditional Forest
Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) AmendmeunteR, 2012 were published, as required
by sub-section (1) of section 14 of the ScheduledbeE and Other Traditional Forest
Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 20@6af 2007) under the notification of the
Government of India in the Ministry of Tribal Affai number G.S.R.578(E), dated thé"19
July, 2012 in the Gazette of India, Part I, Settdy sub-section (i) of the same date, inviting
objections and suggestions from all persons likelge affected thereby, before the expiry of
the period of thirty days from the date on which topies of the Gazette containing the said
notification are made available to the public;

AND WHEREAS copies of the said Gazette were madglae to the public as on
July 20, 2012;

AND WHEREAS the objections and suggestions recefveh the public in respect
of the said draft amendment rules have been dulgidered by the Central Government;

NOW, THEREFORE, in exercise of the powers confebrgdub-sections (1) and (2)
of section 14 of the Scheduled Tribes and Othediliomal Forest Dwellers (Recognition of
Forest Rights) Act, 2006 (2 of 2007), the Centrav&nment hereby makes the following
rules to amend the Scheduled Tribes and Other fioadl Forest Dwellers (Recognition of
Forest Rights) Rules, 2008, namely:-

1. SHORT TITLE , EXTENT AND COMMENCEMENT - (1) these rules may be called the
Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Devell(Recognition of Forest
Rights) Amendment Rules, 2012.

! Published in the Gazette of India, (Extra), Part I, Section 3 (i), dated 06.09.2012



(2) They shall extend to the whole of India exadet State of Jammu and Kashmir.
(3) They shall come into force on the date of tipeiblication in the Official Gazette.
DerINITIONS - (1) In these rules, unless the context othervageires,-

(@) “Act” means the Scheduled Tribes and Other Trad#ioForest Dwellers
(Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 (2 of 2p07

(b) [*bona fide livelihood needs” means fulfiment ofdiihood needs of self and
family through exercise of any of the rights spiecifin sub-section (1) of section
3 of the Act and includes sale of surplus produtsrg out of exercise of such
rights;]

(c) “claimant” means an individual, group of individaalfamily or community
making a claim for recognition and vesting of rghsted in the Act;

[*(ca)“community rights” means the rights listed lauses (b), (c), (d), (e), (h), (i),
(), (k) and (I) of sub-section (1) of section 3;]

(d) [*disposal of minor forest produce” under clausediyub-section (1) of section
3 shall include right to sell as well as individuailcollective processing, storage,
value addition, transportation within and outsideest area through appropriate
means of transport for use of such produce or $glegatherers or their
cooperatives or associations or federations falinood;

Explanation:- (1) The transit permit regime in relation to tppodation of minor
forest produce shall be modified and given by tleen@ittee constituted under
clause (e) of sub-rule (1) of rule 4 or the peraothorized by the Gram Sabha,

(2) This procedural requirement of transit pernmtrno way shall restrict or
abridge the right to disposal of minor forest proelu

(3) The collection of minor forest produce shallftee of all royalties or fees or
any other charges;]

(e) “Forest Rights Committee” means a committee causiit by the Gram Sabha
under rule 3;

() “section” means the section of the Act;

(2) The words and expressions used and not defmthese rules but defined in the Act,

[°2A.

shall have the meanings respectively assignecetn th the Act.

IDENTIFICATION OF HAMLETS OR SETTLEMENTS AND PROCESS OF THEIR
CONSOLIDATION —The State Government shall ensure that —

(a) every panchayat, within its boundaries, prepardstaof group of hamlets or
habitations, unrecorded or unsurveyed settlement®rest villages or taungya
villages, formally not part of any Revenue or Fonglage record and have this
list passed by convening Gram Sabha of each sutitahan, hamlets or

Z Clause (b) of sub-rule (1) in rule 2, substitutedhy G.S.R. 669(E), dated 06.09.2012
® Clause (ca) of sub-rule (1) in rule 2, inserted b$.S.R. 669(E), dated 06.09.2012

* Clause (d) of sub-rule (1) in rule 2, substituted 9 G.S.R. 669(E), dated 06.09.2012
°Rule 2A, inserted by G.S.R. 669(E), dated 06.09.201



habitations included as villages for the purpos¢hefAct through a resolution in
the Panchayat and submit such list to Sub Divikevel Committee;

(b) the Sub-Divisional Officers of the Sub Division l&8\Committee consolidate the
lists of hamlets and habitations which at preseatret part of any village but
have been included as villages within the Panchdatigh a resolution, and are
formalized as a village either by adding to thesemg village or otherwise after
following the process as provided in the relevatateSlaws and that the lists are
finalized by the District Level Committee after swatering public comments, if
any;

(c) on finalization of the lists of hamlets and halitas, the process of recognition
and vesting of rights in these hamlets and habitatiis undertaken without
disturbing any rights, already recognized.]

3. GRAM SABHA- (1) The Gram Sabhas shall be convened by the GearohRyat and in its
first meeting it shall elect from amongst its mensh@ committee of not less than ten but
not exceeding fifteen persons as members of thesE®ights Committee, wherejfat
least two-third members shall be the Scheduledesr]b

Provided that not less than one-third of such mems&leall be women;

Provided further that where there are no Schedildoks, at least one third of such
members shall be women.

(2) The Forest Rights Committee shall decide oohairperson and a secretary and
intimate it to the Sub-Divisional Level Committee.

(3) When a member of the Forest Rights Committedsis a claimant of individual forest
right, he shall inform the Committee and shall paiticipate in the verification
proceedings when his claim is considered.

[’(4) The Forest Rights Committee shall not reopen thesforights recognized or the
process of verification of the claims already aiti¢éd before the date of coming into
force of the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditidgrakest Dwellers (Recognition of
Forest Rights) Amendments Rules, 2012.]

4, FUNCTIONS OF THE GRAM SABHA - (1) The Gram Sabha shall -

(a) initiate the process of determining the nature exignt of forest rights, receive
and hear the claims relating thereto;

(b) prepare a list of claimants of forests rights arantain a register containing such
details of claimants and their claims as the Cér@vernment may by order
determine;

(c) pass a resolution on claims on forest rights afieing reasonable opportunity to
interested persons and authorities concerned amehifd the same to the Sub-
Divisional Level Committee;

® The words “at least one-third members” substitutecby G.S.R. 669(E), dated 06.09.2012
" Sub-rule (4), inserted by G.S.R. 669(E), dated @R.2012



(d) consider resettlement packages under clause @)bosection (2) of section 4 of
the Act and pass appropriate resolutions; and

(e) Constitute Committees for the protection of wild)iforest and biodiversity, from
amongst its members, in order to carry out the iprons of section 5 of the Act.

(f) [®monitor and control the committee constituted undeuse (e) which shall
prepare a conservation and management plan for comtyrforest resources in
order to sustainably and equitably manage such aomntynforest resources for
the benefit of forest dwelling Scheduled Tribes asttler Traditional Forest
Dwellers and integrate such conservation and manegeplan with the micro
plans or working plans or management plans of ¢inest department with such
modifications as may be considered necessary byaimenittee.]

(9) ["approve all decisions of the committee pertainmméssue of transit permits, use
of income from sale of produce, or modificatiomoinagement plans.]
[*°(2)The quorum of the Gram Sabha meeting shall keless than one-half of all
members of such Gram Sabha:

Provided that at least one-third of the memberseneshall be women;

Provided further that where any resolutions in eespf claims to forest rights are to

be passed, at least fifty per cent of the claimatutsforest rights or their
representatives shall be present;

Provided also that such resolutions shall be pabged simple majority of those
present and voting.]

(3) The Gram Sabha shall be provided with the remorgsassistance by the authorities in
the State.

5. SuB-DIVISIONAL LEVEL COMMITTEE - The State Government shall constitute Sub-
Divisional Level Committee with the following memisenamely:-

(a) Sub-Divisional Officer or equivalent officer - Clnagérson;
(b) Forest Officer in charge of a Sub-division or e@lant officer - member;

(c) three members of the Block or Tehsil level Panctsaya be nominated by the
District Panchayat of whom at least two shall be $itheduled Tribes preferably
those who are forest dwellers, or who belong topghmitive tribal groups and
where there are no Scheduled Tribes, two members avd preferably other
traditional forest dwellers, and one shall be a wormember; or in areas covered
under the Sixth Schedule to the Constitution, threembers nominated by the
Autonomous District Council or Regional Council other appropriate zonal
level, of whom at least one shall be a woman menamnel

(d) an officer of the Tribal Welfare Department in-aparof the Sub-division or
where such officer is not available the officercimarge of the tribal affairs.

& Clause (f) of sub-rule (1) in rule 4, inserted bys.S.R. 669(E), dated 06.09.2012
° Clause (g) of sub-rule (1) in rule 4, inserted b$.S.R. 669(E), dated 06.09.2012
9 Sub-rule (2) of Rule 4, substituted by G.S.R. 668}, dated 06.09.2012



6. FUNCTIONS OF THE SuB-DIVISIONAL LEVEL COMMITTEE - The Sub-Divisional Level
Committee (SDLC) shall —

(a) provide information to each Gram Sabha about tthalies and duties of holder of
forest rights and others towards protection of ifé¢ forest and biodiversity with
reference to critical flora and fauna which neetiéaconserved and protected ;

(b) provide forest and revenue maps and electoral tollhe Gram Sabha or the
Forest Rights Committee;

(c) collate all the resolutions of the concerned Grahlfas;
(d) consolidate maps and details provided by the Grabh&s;

(e) examine the resolutions and the maps of the Grdrh&&ato ascertain the veracity
of the claims;

(N hear and adjudicate disputes between Gram Sabhé#seamature and extent of
any forest rights;

(9) hear petitions from persons, including State agen@&@ggrieved by the resolutions
of the Gram Sabhas;

(h) co-ordinate with other Sub-Divisional Level Commaés for inter sub-divisional
claims ;

(i) prepare block or tehsil-wise draft record of pragbsforest rights after
reconciliation of government records;

()) forward the claims with the draft record of propdb$erest rights through the Sub-
Divisional Officer to the District Level Committder final decision;

(k) raise awareness among forest dwellers about thectol®s and procedures laid
down under the Act and in the rules ;

() [*ensure easy and free availability of proforma afirok to the claimants as
provided in Annexure-l (Forms A, B & C) of thesdasi]

(m)ensure that the Gram Sabha meetings are condurctesk| open and fair manner
with requisite quorum.

7. DISTRICT LEVEL COMMITTEE - The State Government shall constitute District lLeve
Committee (DLC) with the following members, namely:

(a) District Collector or Deputy Commissioner - Changn;

(b) concerned Divisional Forest Officer or concerneghilg Conservator of Forest -
member;

(c) three members of the district panchayat to be natethby the district panchayat,
of whom at least two shall be the Scheduled Trpreterably those who are forest
dwellers, or who belong to members of the primitivibal groups, and where
there are no Scheduled Tribes, two members whpraferably other traditional
forest dwellers, and one shall be a woman memban areas covered under the
Sixth Schedule to the Constitution, three membersinated by the Autonomous
District Council or Regional Council of whom at $teone shall be a woman
member; and

 Clause (1) of Rule 6, substituted by G.S.R. 669(E)ated 06.09.2012



(d) an officer of the Tribal Welfare Department in-oj@uiof the district or where such
officer is not available, the officer in chargetbé tribal affairs.

8. FUNCTIONS OF DISTRICT LEVEL COMMITTEE - The District Level Committee shall —

(a) ensure that the requisite information under clgb3ef rule 6 has been provided
to Gram Sabha or Forest Rights Committee;

(b) examine whether all claims, especially those ofmpive tribal groups,
pastoralists and nomadic tribes, have been addiekseping in mind the
objectives of the Act;

(c) consider and finally approve the claims and readrbrest rights prepared by the
Sub-Divisional Level Committee;

(d) hear petitions from persons aggrieved by the ordéthe Sub-Divisional Level
Committee;

(e) co-ordinate with other districts regarding intestdct claims;

(f) issue directions for incorporation of the foregihts in the relevant government
records including record of rights;

(9) ensure publication of the record of forest righesray be finalized:[xxx]

(h) ensure that a certified copy of the record of forghts and title under the Act, as
specified in Annexures Il & IIl to these rules, pgovided to the concerned
claimant and the Gram Sabha respectivelyand]

(i) [“*ensure that a certified copy of the record of tightrto community forest
resource and title under the Act, as specified mmexure IV to these rules, is
provided to the concerned Gram Sabha or the contgnwviiose rights over
community forest resource have been recognizedruridase (i) of sub-section
(1) of section 3.]

9. STATE LEVEL MONITORING COMMITTEE - The State Government shall constitute a
State Level Monitoring Committee with the followingembers, namely:-

(a) Chief Secretary - Chairperson;

(b) Secretary, Revenue Department - member;

(c) Secretary, Tribal or Social Welfare Department sber;
(d) Secretary, Forest Department - member;

(e) Secretary, Panchayati Raj - member;

(H Principal Chief Conservator of Forests - member;

(9) three Scheduled Tribes member of the Tribes Adyi€wuncil, to be nominated
by the Chairperson of the Tribes Advisory Counaitlavhere there is no Tribes
Advisory Council, three Scheduled Tribes membersgamominated by the State
Government;

(h) Commissioner, Tribal Welfare or equivalent who shalthe Member- Secretary.

2 The word, “and” is omitted by G.S.R. 669(E), dated6.09.2012
3 The word, “and” is inserted by G.S.R. 669(E), date 06.09.2012
“ Clause (i) after clause of (h) in Rule 8, insertebly G.S.R. 669(E), dated 06.09.2012



10.FUNCTIONS OF THE STATE LEVEL MONITORING COMMITTEE - The State Level
Monitoring Committee shall —

(a) devise criteria and indicators for monitoring thieqess of recognition and vesting
of forest rights;

(b) monitor the process of recognition, verificatiordaresting of forest rights in the
State;

(c) [*°meet at least once in three months to monitor tfeegss of recognition,
verification and vesting of forest rights, considerd address the field level
verification and vesting of forest rights, considerd address the field level
problems, and furnish a quarterly report in therfar appended as Annexure V to
these rules, to the Central Government on thegsassent regarding the status of
claims, the compliance with the steps required urilde Act, details of claims
approved, reasons for rejection, if any and theistaf pending claims;]

(d) on receipt of a notice as mentioned in section 8hef Act, take appropriate
actions against the concerned authorities undeicthie

(e) monitor resettlement under sub-section (2) of sacti of the Act;

(f) [‘°specifically monitor compliance of the provisionsntained in clause (m) of
sub-section (1) of section 3 and sub-section (&ection 4.]

11.PROCEDURE FOR FILING, DETERMINATION AND VERIFICATION OF CLAIMS BY THE
GRAM SABHA - (1) The Gram Sabhas shall —

(a) call for claims and authorize the Forest Rights @uitee to accept the claims in
the Form as provided in Annexure-l of these rules such claims shall be made
within a period of three months from the date affsaalling of claims along with
at least two of the evidences mentioned in ruleshdjl be made within a period
of three months: Provided that the Gram Sabha rhagnsider necessary, extend
such period of three months after recording theara thereof in writing.

(b) fix a date for initiating the process of determioatof its community forest
resource and intimate the same to the adjoiningnG&abhas where there are
substantial overlaps, and the Sub-Divisional L&@hnmittee.

(2) The Forest Rights Committee shall assist treenGSabha in its functions to -

(i) receive, acknowledge and retain the claims in gezified form and evidence in
support of such claims;

(i) prepare the record of claims and evidence includiags;
(iiprepare a list of claimants on forest rights;
(iv) verify claims as provided in these rules;

(v) present their findings on the nature and exteth®fclaim before the Gram Sabha
for its consideration.

> Clause (c) in rule 10, substituted by G.S.R. 669)Fdated 06.09.2012
'® Clause (f), inserted by G.S.R. 669(E), dated 06.02912



(3) Every claim received shall be duly acknowledgednriting by the Forest Rights
Committee.

(4) The Forest Rights Committee shall also preplageclaims on behalf of Gram Sabha
for [*'community forest rights in Form B and the right ov@®mmunity forest
resource under clause (i) of sub-section (1) ofti®e3 in Form C as provided in
Annexure | of these Rules.]

(5) The Gram Sabha shall on receipt of the findungder clause (v) of sub-rule (2), meet
with prior notice, to consider the findings of tlk®rest Rights Committee, pass
appropriate resolutions, and shall forward the saméhe Sub- Divisional Level
Committee.

(6) The Secretary of Gram Panchayat will also acBacretary to the Gram Sabhas in
discharge of its functions.

12.PROCESS OF VERIFYING CLAIMS BY FOREST RIGHTS COMMITTEE - (1) The Forest Rights
Committee shall, after due intimation to the coneer claimant and the Forest
Department

(a) visit the site and physically verify the nature andent of the claim and evidence
on the site;

(b) receive any further evidence or record from thewdat and witnesses;

(c) ensure that the claim from pastoralists and nomades for determination of
their rights, which may either be through individu@embers, the community or
traditional community institution, are verified attime when such individuals,
communities or their representatives are present;

(d) ensure that the claim from member of a primitivbalr group or pre agricultural
community for determination of their rights to habi which may either be
through their community or traditional communitysiitution, are verified when
such communities or their representatives are pteaed

(e) prepare a map delineating the area of each claidicating recognizable
landmarks.

(f) [*®delineate the customary boundaries of the commdinigst resource with other
members of the Gram Sabha including elders whowak versed with such
boundaries and customary access;

(9) prepare a community forest resource map with reeapre land marks and
through substantial evidence as enumerated in aeb{2) of rule 13 and
thereafter, such community forest resource claiail fie approved by a resolution
of the Gram Sabha passed by a simple majority.

Explanation: The delineation of community forest resource nragjude existing
legal boundaries such as reserve forest, protefctezst, National Parks and
Sanctuaries and such delineation shall formalizkranognize the powers of the

community in access, conservation and sustaina@eotisuch community forest
resources.]

" The words and letter “community forest rights in Form B”, substituted by G.S.R. 669(E), dated
06.09.2012

'8 Clause (f) and (g) after clause (e), inserted by.6.R. 669(E), dated 06.09.2012



(2)

3)

(4)

The Forest Rights Committee shall then rectgdindings on the claim and present
the same to the Gram Sabha for its consideration.

If there are conflicting claims in respecttbé traditional or customary boundaries of
another village or if a forest area is used by ntben one Gram Sabha, the Forest
Rights Committees of the respective Gram Sabhds releat jointly to consider the
nature of enjoyment of such claims and submit thdirfigs to the respective Gram
Sabhas in writing:

Provided that if the Gram Sabhas are not ablesoive the conflicting claims, it shall
be referred by the Gram Sabha to the Sub-Divisidretel Committee for its
resolution.

On a written request of the Gram Sabha or Foeest Rights Committee for
information, records or documents, the concernethoaies shall provide an
authenticated copy of the same to the Gram Sabkarest Rights Committee, as the
case may be, and facilitate its clarification,afjuired, through an authorized officer.

[*°12A. PROCESS OF RECOGNITION OF RIGHTS - (1) On receipt of intimation from the Forest

(2)

3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

Rights Committee, the officials of the Forest anev&ue departments shall remain
present during the verification of the claims ael verification of evidences on the site
and shall sign the proceedings with their desigmatiiate and comments, if any.

If any objections are made by the Forest ovelRae departments at a later date to a
claim approved by the Gram Sabha, for the reasatrtlleir representatives were absent
during field verification, the claim shall be rendma to the Gram Sabha for re-
verification by the committee where objection haerbraised and if the representatives
again fail to attend the verification process thear® Sabha’s decision on the field
verification shall be final.

In the event of modification or rejection of daim by the Gram Sabha or a
recommendation for modification or rejection of mim forwarded by the Sub-
Divisional Level Committee to the District Level @mittee, such decision or
recommendation on the claims shall be communicateperson to the claimant to
enable him to prefer a petition to the Sub-Divisibbevel Committee or District Level
Committee as the case may be, within a periodxty siays which shall be extendable
to a period of thirty days at the discretion of #imve said committees.

If any other state agency desires to objed ttecision of the Gram Sabha or the Sub-
Divisional Level Committee, it shall file an appdatfore the Sub-Divisional Level
Committee or the District Level Committee, as tasecmay be, which shall be decided
by the Committee (in the absence of the represeatat the concerned agency, if any)
after hearing the claimant.

No petition of the aggrieved person shall Iepadsed of, unless he has been given a
reasonable opportunity to present anything in sttpgdis claim.

The Sub-Divisional Level Committee or the DdtLevel Committee shall remand the
claim to the Gram Sabha for re-consideration imstetmodifying or rejecting the
same, in case the resolution or the recommendafithe Gram Sabha is found to be
incomplete or prima-facie requires additional exaation.

In cases where the resolution passed by tlaen@abha, recommending a claim, with
supporting documents and evidence, is upheld bystleDivisional Level Committee

Y Rule 12A, inserted by G.S.R. 669(E), dated 06.0922



with or without modifications, but the same is ragproved by the District Level
Committee, the District Level Committee shall retdetailed reasons for not accepting
the recommendations of the Gram Sabha or the Swuisi@nal Level Committee as the
case may be, in writing, and a copy of the ordethefDistrict Level Committee along
with the reasons shall be made available to thenelat or the Gram Sabha or the
Community as the case may be.

(8) The land rights for self-cultivation recogrizender clause (a) of sub-section (1) of
section 3 shall be, within the specified limit, luting the forest lands used for allied
activities ancillary to cultivation, such as, foedping cattle, for winnowing and other
post-harvest activities, rotational fallows, treeps and storage of produce.

(9) On completion of the process of settlementiglits and issue of titles as specified in
Annexure II, Il and IV of these rules, the Reveraral the Forest departments shall
prepare a final map of the forest land so vesteatdl tae concerned authorities shall
incorporate the forest rights so vested in themaeeand forest records, as the case may
be, within the specified period of record updatiomder the relevant State laws or
within a period of three months, whichever is esarli

(10) All decisions of the Sub-Divisional Level Conttee and District Level Committee
that involve modification or rejection of a GrambBa resolution or recommendation of
the Sub Divisional Level Committee shall give dei@ireasons for such modification
or rejection, as the case may be:

Provided that no recommendation or rejection ointdashall be merely on any
technical or procedural grounds:

Provided further that no committee (except the Gi@abha or the Forest Rights
Committee) at the Block or Panchayat or forest bbeaange level, or any individual
officer of any rank shall be empowered to receiknts or reject, modify, or decide
any claim on forest rights.

(11) The Sub-Divisional Level Committee or the Dittlevel Committee shall consider the
evidence specified in rule 13 while deciding thairas and shall not insist upon any
particular form of documentary evidence for consatien of a claim.

Explanation: 1. Fine receipts, encroacher lists, primary oféeneports, forest
settlement reports, and similar documentation bgtever name called, arisen during
prior official exercise, or the lack thereof, shadit be the sole basis for rejection of
any claim.

2. The satellite imagery and other uses of teclgyhoay supplement other form of
evidence and shall not be treated as a replacement.

[2°12B. FROCESS OF RECOGNITION OF COMMUNITY RIGHTS:- (1) The District Level
Committee shall, in view of the differential vulaérlity of Particularly Vulnerable
Tribal Groups as described in clause (e) of suliesedi) of section 3 amongst the
forest dwellers, ensure that all Particularly Vuaige Tribal Groups receive habitat
rights, in consultation with the concerned tradh#ib institutions of Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Groups and their claims for habitights are filed before the

Y Rule 12B, inserted by G.S.R. 669(E), dated 06.0012



(2)

®3)

(4)

(5)

13.

(@)

(b)
(©)
(d)
(€)
(f)
(9)

(h)

()

concerned Gram Sabhas, wherever necessary by reicagfioating nature of their
Gram Sabhas.

The District Level Committee shall facilitatbe filing of claims by pastoralists,
transhumant and nomadic communities as describelduirse (d) of sub-section (i) of
section 3 before the concerned Gram Sabhas.

The District Level Committee shall ensure ttieg forest rights under clause (i) of
sub-section (1) of section 3 relating to protectioggeneration or conservation or
management of any community forest resource, whicbst dwellers might have
traditionally been protecting and conserving fostainable use, are recognized in all
villages with forest dwellers and the titles arsuisd.

In case where no community forest resourchtsigire recognized in a village, the
reasons for the same shall be recorded by the t8ecref the District Level
Committee.

The conversion of forest villages, unrecordettlement under clause (h) of section 3
shall include the actual land-use of the villagétsnentirety, including lands required
for current or future community uses, like, schpdigalth facilities and public
spaces.]

EVIDENCE FOR DETERMINATION OF FOREST RIGHTS -- (1) The evidence for
recognition and vesting of forest rights shalleirlia, include —

public documents, Government records such as @ersft Census, survey and
settlement reports, maps, satellite imagery, wagrkilans, management plans, micro-
plans, forest enquiry reports, other forest recorelsord of rights by whatever name
called, pattas or leases , reports of committees and commissionstituted by the
Government, Government orders, notifications, d&g) resolutions;

Government authorised documents such as voteritigl@atrd, ration card, passport,
house tax receipts, domicile certificates;

physical attributes such as house, huts and pemhamgrovements made to land
including levelling, bunds, check dams and the; like

guasi-judicial and judicial records including coartlers and judgments;

research studies, documentation of customs andititragl that illustrate the
enjoyment of any forest rights and having the fos€ecustomary law, by reputed
institutions, such as Anthropological Survey ofiind

any record including maps, record of rights, pages, concessions, favours, from
erstwhile princely States or provinces or othehsatermediaries;

traditional structures establishing antiquity sueh wells, burial grounds, sacred
places;

genealogy tracing ancestry to individuals mentionedearlier land records or
recognized as having been legitimate resident efvihage at an earlier period of
time;

statement of elders other than claimants, reducediting.



(2) An evidence forfCommunity Forest Resource] shall, inter alia, idelu

3)

(a) community rights such asstar by whatever name called;

(b) traditional grazing grounds; areas for collectidnraots and tubers, fodder, wild
edible fruits and other minor forest produce; fighigrounds; irrigation systems;
sources of water for human or livestock use, madigplant collection territories of
herbal practitioners;

(c) remnants of structures built by the local commuyrsgcred trees, groves and ponds or
riverine areas, burial or cremation grounds;

(d) [*government records or earlier classification ofrent reserve forest as protected
forest or as gochar or other village common landgari forests;

(e) earlier or current practice of traditional agricué.]

The Gram Sabha, the Sub-Divisional Level Corteniand the District Level Committee

shall consider more than one of the above-mentiaadences in determining the forest
rights.

14.

(2)

)

(4)

(5)
(6)

(7)

15.

FETITIONS TO SuB-DIVISIONAL LEVEL COMMITTEE - (1) Any person aggrieved by
the resolution of the Gram Sabha may within a gkeabsixty days from the date of
the resolution file a petition to the Sub-Divisibhavel Committee.

The Sub-Divisional Level Committee shall fixdate for the hearing and intimate the
petitioner and the concerned Gram Sabha in wriisigvell as through a notice at a
convenient public place in the village of the petier at least fifteen days prior to the
date fixed for the hearing.

The Sub-Divisional Level Committee may eitladlow or reject or refer the petition
to concerned Gram Sabha for its reconsideration.

After receipt of such reference, the Gram %asiall meet within a period of thirty
days, hear the petitioner, pass a resolution onréiarence and forward the same to
the Sub-Divisional Level Committee.

The Sub-Divisional Level Committee shall calesithe resolution of the Gram Sabha
and pass appropriate orders, either acceptingextigg the petition.

Without prejudice to the pending petitions,bSdivisional Level Committee shall
examine and collate the records of forest rightthefother claimants and submit the
same through the concerned Sub-Divisional Offioghe District Level Committee.

In case of a dispute between two or more G#afhas and on an application of any
of the Gram Sabhas or the Sub-Divisional Level Catte on its own, shall call for a
joint meeting of the concerned Gram Sabhas witlewa ¥ resolving the dispute and
if no mutually agreed solution can be reached withperiod of thirty days, the Sub-
Divisional Level Committee shall decide the dispatiter hearing the concerned
Gram Sabhas and pass appropriate orders.

FETITIONS TO DISTRICT LEVEL COMMITTEE - (1) Any person aggrieved by the decision

of the Sub-Divisional Level Committee may withirpariod of sixty days from the date

! The words “Community Forest Rights”, substituted by G.S.R. 669(E), dated 06.09.2012
“2 Clause (d) and (e) after clause (c) inserted by GR 669(E), dated 06.09.2012



of the decision of the Sub-Divisional Level Commdtfile a petition to the District Level
Committee.

(2) The District Level Committee shall fix a ddte the hearing and intimate the petitioner
and the concerned Sub-Divisional Level Committeeiiing as well as through a notice
at a convenient public place in the village of pletitioner at least fifteen days prior to the
date fixed for the hearing.

(3) The District Level Committee may either allowreject or refer the petition to concerned
Sub-Divisional Level Committee for its reconsiderat

(4) After receipt of such reference, the Sub-Doisil Level Committee shall hear the
petitioner and the Gram Sabha and take a decisidhat reference and intimate the same
to the District Level Committee.

(5) The District Level Committee shall then consitlee petition and pass appropriate orders,
either accepting or rejecting the petition.

(6) The District Level Committee shall send theorelcof forest rights of the claimant or
claimants to the District Collector or District Camssioner for necessary correction in
the records of the Government.

(7) In case there is a discrepancy between ordetsv@ or more Sub-Divisional Level
Committees, the District Level Committee on its ¢wiall call for a joint meeting of the
concerned Sub-Divisional Level Committees with @wio reconcile the differences and
if no mutually agreed solution can be reached, Ehistrict Level Committee shall
adjudicate the dispute after hearing the conceBwdaDivisional Level Committees and
pass appropriate orders.

?%16. POST CLAIM SUPPORT AND HANDHOLDING TO HOLDERS OF FOREST RIGHTS : The
State Government shall ensure through its depatsrespecially tribal and social welfare,
environment and forest, revenue, rural developmeamchayati raj and other departments
relevant to upliftment of forest dwelling schedutedes and other traditional forest dwellers,
that all government schemes including those rejatnland improvement, land productivity,
basic amenities and other livelihood measures awviged to such claimants and
communities whose rights have been recognized asige under the Act.

Dr. Sadhana Rout,Joint Secretary
[F. No.17014/ 02/ 2007-PC&V (Vol.VII)]

* Rule 16, inserted by G.S.R. 669(E), dated 06.0912D
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10.

The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers
(Recognition of Forest Rights) Rules, 2008

ANNEXURE -1
[See rule 6(1)]
FORM - A

CLAIM FORM FOR RIGHTS TO FOREST LAND

[See rule 11(1)(a)]
Name of the claimant (s):

Name of the spouse

Name of father/ mother

Address:

Village:

Gram Panchayat:

Tehsil/ Taluka:

District:

(a) Scheduled Tribe: Yes/ No

(Attach authenticated copy of Certificate)

(b) Other Traditional Forest Dweller: Yes/ No
(If a spouse is a Scheduled Tribe (attach autheeticcopy of certificate)
Name of other members in the family with age:
(including children and adult dependents)

Government of India
Ministry of Tribal Affairs

Nature of claim on land:

1.

Extent of forest land occupied

a) for habitation

b) for self-cultivation, if any:

(See Section 3(1) (a) of the Act)

Disputed lands if any:

(See Section 3(1) (f) of the Act)

Pattas/ leases/ grants, if any:

(See Section 3(1) (g) of the Act)

Land forin situ rehabilitation or alternative land, if any:
(See Section 3(1) (m) of the Act)

Land from where displaced without land comp&ora
(See Section 4(8) of the Act)

Extent of land in forest villages, if any:

(See Section 3(1) (h) of the Act)

Any other traditional right, if any:

(See Section 3(1) (1) of the Act)

Evidence in support:

(See Rule 13)

Any other information:

Signature/ Thumb Impression
of the Claimant(s):




The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers
(Recognition of Forest Rights) Rules, 2008

Government of India

Ministry of Tribal Affairs

FORM-B
CLAIM FORM FOR COMMUNITY RIGHTS
[See rule 11(1) (a) and (4)]

1. Name of the claimant(s):

a. FDST community: Yes/ No
b. OTFD community: Yes/ No
Village:

Gram Panchayat:

Tehsil/ Taluka:

District:

Al S A

Nature of community rights enjoyed:
1. Community rights such asstar, if any:

(See Section 3(1) (b) of the Act)

2. Rights over minor forest produce, if any:
(See Section 3(1) (c) of the Act)

3. Community rights
a. uses or entitlements (fish, water bodiéshny:
b. Grazing, if any
c. Traditional resource access for nomadicgawdoralist, if any:
(See Section 3(1) (g) of the Act)

4. Community tenures of habitat and habitation
for PTGs and pre-agricultural communities,nfa
(See Section 3(1) (e) of the Act)

5. Right to access biodiversity, intellectual

property and traditional knowledd any:
(See Section 3 (1)(k) of the Act)
6. Other traditional right, if any:
(See Section 3(1)(1) of the Act)
7. Evidence in support:
(See Rule 13)

8. Any other information:

Signature/ Thumb Impression
of the Claimant (s):




*FORM - C
CLAIM FORM FOR RIGHTS TO COMMUNITY FOREST RESOURCE
[See section 3(1) (i) of the Act and rule 11(1) ant{a)]

Village/Gram Sabha:
Gram Panchayat:
Tehsil / Taluka:
District:

a bk~ w0 kE

Name(s) of members of the gram sabha [Attach asragp sheet, with status of
Scheduled Tribes / Other Traditional Forest Dwslladicated next to each member].

Presence of few Scheduled Tribes / Other Traditidoi@st Dwellers is sufficient to
make the claim.

We, the undersigned residents of this Gram Sabtebheesolve that the area detailed below
and in the attached map comprises our CommunitggtdResource over which we are
claiming recognition of our forest rights undertsat 3(1)(i).

[Attach a map of the community forest resource,wshg location, landmarks within the
traditional or customary boundaries of the villaeseasonal use of landscape in the case of
pastoral communities to which the community hadlitranal access and which they have
been traditionally protecting, regenerating, covisgr and managing for sustainable use.
Please not that this need not correspond to egitggml boundaries.)

6. Khasra / Compartment No.(s), if any and if known:
7. Bordering Villages:
(i)
(i)
(iii)
(This may also include information regarding shaguah resources and responsibilities with any
other villages.)

8. List of Evidence in Support (Please see Rule 13)

Signature / Thumb impression of the Claimant(s):

*“Form C” in annexure 1 after Form B inserted by G.S.R. 669(E), dated on 06.09.2012
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Act.

The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forestl@rs
(Recognition of Forest Rights) Rules, 2008
Government of India
Ministry of Tribal Affairs

ANNEXURE — Il
[See rule 8(h)]
TITLE FOR FOREST LAND UNDER OCCUPATION

Name(s) of holder (s) of forest rights (inchglispouse):
Name of the father/ mother:

Name of dependents:

Address:

Village/gram sabha:

Gram Panchayat:

Tehsil/ Taluka:

District:

Whether Scheduled Tribe or Other TraditionakSoDweller
Area:

Description of boundaries by prominent

landmarks including khasra/ compartment No:

This title is heritable, but not alienable or trieemable under sub section (4) of section 4 of the

We, the undersigned, hereby, for and on behalf loé Government of (Name of the

State)............ affix our signatures to confirm the abéwmeest right.
Divisional Forest Officer/ District Tribal Welfare
Deputy Conservator of Officer

Forests

District Collector/ Deputy
Commissioner



The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forestl@rs
(Recognition of Forest Rights) Rules, 2008
Government of India
Ministry of Tribal Affairs
ANNEXURE - Il
[See rule 8(h)]

TITLE TO COMMMUNITY FOREST RIGHTS

Name(s) of the holder (s) of community foréght:
Village/ Gram Sabha:

Gram Panchayat:

Tehsil/ Taluka:

District:

Scheduled Tribe/ Other Traditional Forest Derell
Nature of community rights:

Conditions if any:

© © N o g~ w D

Description of boundaries including
customary boundary and/or by prominent
landmarks including khasra/ compartment No:

Name(s) of the holder (s) of community forest right

mentioned holders of community forest rights.

Divisional Forest Officer/ District Tribal Welfare
Deputy Conservator of Officer
Forests

District Collector/ Deputy
Commissioner



ANNEXURE — IV

TITLE TO COMMUNITY FOREST RESOURCES
[See rule 8(i)]

1. Village/Gram Sabha:
2. Gram Panchayat:
3. Tehsil/ Taluka:

4. District:

5. Scheduled Tribe / Other Traditional Forest Dwelle&Scheduled Tribes community / Other

Traditional Forest Dwellers community / Both

6. Description of boundaries including customary bamdby prominent landmarks, and by

khasra / compartment No.

Within the said area, this community has the righprotect, regenerate or conserve or manage,
and this (to be named) community forest resourdesiwthey have been traditionally protecting
and conserving for sustainable used as per se8(n(i) of the Act. No conditions are being
imposed on this right other than those in the Seleed Tribes and Other Traditional Forest

Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act and Bdes framed thereunder.

We, the undersigned, hereby, for and on behal®iGovernment affix our signatures to confirm
the community forest resource (to be named andfigaki extent, quantum, area, whichever is

applicable) as mentioned in the Title to the abmemtioned gram sabha / community (ies).

Divisional Forest Officer/ District Tribal Welfare
Deputy Conservator of Officer
Forests

District Collector/ Deputy
Commissioner

*“Annexure- IV” inserted by G.S.R. 669(E), dated 0r06.09.2012



ZAnnexure - V

Format for furnishing quarterly report

[See Rule 10 (c)]

1. Name of the State
2. Status of Claims
a) | Individual Rights

* Filed

« Accepted

* Rejected

« Pending

* Reasons for rejection with examples

« Corrective measures suggested

* Any other observations

» Extent of forest land covered (in Ha.

o Status of updation of forest and
revenue records under section 3(1)(a)
of the Act (in Ha.)

b) | Community Forest Rights

* Filed

« Accepted

* Rejected

* Pending

» Extent of forest land covered

e Status of updation of forest and
revenue record under Section 3(1) (b)
to 3(1) () of the Act (in Ha.)

» Reasons for rejections with example

» Corrective measures suggested

* Any other observations

c) | Details of Community Forest Resource bejng
managed and by whom

d) | Good Practices (if any)

e) | Area diverted under section 3(2) of the Act ((in

Ha.)

Any other Remarks

(Chairman)

State Level Monitoring Committee

(Member Secretary)
State Level Moniteing Committee

[F. No. 23011/32/2010-(Vol. 1)
Dr. SADHANA ROUT, Jt. Secy.

Note: The principal rules were published in the Gazefténdia, Extraordinary, Part Il, Section 3,
Sub-section (i), vide number G.S.R. 1 (E), datedithJanuary, 2008.

#«Annexure — V”, inserted by G.S.R. 669 (E), datedn 06.09.2012



